
 PAGE 4  |   OCTOBER 2018 • Vol. 5, No. 10                                                                                 BRADENTON FLORIDA |  FREE - Donations Welcome!

Assist News Service – Sept 
2018- When young wom-
en, suffering from sex 
trafficking, come to this 
prayer room in a brothel, 
the Word of God reminds 
them of His promises. 
Glancing at three Bible 
verses on a chalkboard 
and her smooth-skinned 
face, I heard the Lord say, 
“Tell her I see only her pu-
rity and innocence. In a 
brothel of all places, I de-
termined to obey the voice 
of the Lord.”
A man – standing in one 
of the world’s largest red-
light districts – I spoke the 
words “purity and inno-
cence” over a very young 
woman in her late teens, 
maybe early 20s, who 
was seated before me in a 
brothel.
In a tiny room with a twin 
bed, the soft face beamed, 
revealing a smile to me 
and eight others who nod-
ded agreement with the 
words I spoke. Two team-
mates from my church 
stood on either side of me.
Our team comprised of 
two men and four wom-
en – all from the Unit-
ed States – traveled over 
8,000 miles to India. On

this day, our guide led us 
down narrow, clogged 
streets lined with vendors 
and their wares. Having 
been the victim of sex 
trafficking years ago, she 
knew the territory. I was 
careful to keep my gaze 
fixed on her until our 
group reached its destina-
tion on the second floor of 
a large building.
We arrived at a well-hid-
den house of prayer lo-
cated up several flights of 
steep, short, stair steps. 
Though modest, the 
prayer room is a spiritual 
oasis for girls and young 
women trapped in sex 
trafficking.
The Changing Destiny 
Project
We were guests of Chang-
ing Destiny Project 
(CDP), a non-profit or-
ganization committed 
to helping women and 
children – girls and boys 
– find freedom from sex 
trafficking. They provide 
food, shelter, and educa-
tion. CDP’s reach extends 
from the largest cities in 
India, Nepal and Bangla-
desh to its hostels and a 
school many miles away 
from traffickers.

The founders of CDP in-
sist on personal anonym-
ity and ask their guests to 
refrain from identifying 
the locations of its hostels 
and schools for girls and 
boys in photos, stories or 
on social media. Our team 
similarly agreed to protect 
the identities of guides in 
the red-light district.
My team visited the house 
of prayer on day two of our 
mission to the brothels.
Another team consisting 
of two women and one 
man from Rez Church 
trekked up the same steep 
staircase 24 hours earli-
er, finding intense spiri-
tual warfare around the 
prayer room. One of the 
young women who came 
for prayer bolted from the 
room after complaining 
of nightmares. That night 
one of our teammates 
dreamed she was aboard 
a train that careened off 
its rails and down a steep 
cliff.
With space for only a few 
plastic chairs and a bed, 
the prayer room is sur-
rounded above, below 
and on its sides with oth-
er rooms for the girls and 
women who “work” in the

building. Each building 
houses 50 to 70 rooms.
Opposite a chalkboard 
with Psalm 23, Philippi-
ans 4:4-7 and 1 Peter 3:3-
4 written on it is a rustic, 
wood cross hanging on 
one of the prayer-room’s 
four walls.
The girls and young wom-
en come to the house of 
prayer with fears, sick-
nesses, pains, demonic 
torments, sorrows and, 
surprisingly, with joy and 
praise in their hearts and 
on their lips – a spirit the 
enemy of souls hates. They 
reported feeling better af-
ter our team prayed for 
relief from leg and hip 
pain, burning sensations 
in hands and feet, stom-
ach and chest discomfort 
and, for the young woman 
who ran from the house 
of prayer, for deliverance 
from tormenting night-
mares.
Some reflect “a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which is pre-
cious in the sight of God.”
The Apostle Peter’s words 
in 1 Peter 3:3-4 are direct-
ed to wives, yet the girls 
and young women who 
come to the prayer room – 
trafficked for the base ple-
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asure and profit of God-
less men – exhibit these 
qualities as they look for 
opportunities beyond the 
brothels.
Thanks to CDP, its part-

ners and formerly traf-
ficked women, a new gen-
eration of girls is learning 
real, new skills for life out-
side the brothel. My team..
Continuation on Page: 5

How the Gospel reached 
the brutal “Skull Splitters” 
              tribe in the AmazonFrom Page 1

...begged Paul and Beth-
any to come to their vil-
lage soon and tell their 
people more about Jesus.
Months went by and God 
continued to impel their 
hearts about reaching the 
Yanomami in the Hako-
ma area. In early 2013, 
Paul and Bethany began to 
plan an expedition to find 
their village. “It was a time 
of much prayer seeking the 
direction of God,” Paul re-
counted.
A couple months later, 
they received news that 
members of the same 
tribe had exterminated 
an entire village of other 
Yanomamis whom they 
considered to be enemies.
Then in October they 
learned that 46 gold min-
ers had been killed in that 
region – also by the same 
tribe!
“Eighteen days after this 
massacre, on November 
9, 2013, we were inside a 
small plane going in search 
of this people,” Paul re-
counted. “Many said do 
not go, others called us say-
ing ‘this is suicide,’ ‘they are 
too dangerous.’”
After two hours in the air, 
their pilot found the same 
airstrip. The missionary

expedition group included 
Paul, Bethany, and three 
other mature Yanomami 
believers that spoke differ-
ent languages. “We did not 
know for sure what await-
ed us; we were fearful, very 
afraid, but confident in the 
care of God.”
The small plane deposit-
ed the passengers and left. 
“As the roar of the airplane 
engine disappeared on the 
horizon, fear and dread 
filled our hearts. We were 
literally alone, isolated and 
left in the dense jungle.”
They realized they were in 
the same place the miners 
had been killed only a few 
weeks earlier! The only an-
swer was to turn to God in 
prayer.
Just as they started to pray, 
they heard a noise in the 
woods. “When we raised 
our heads we saw the most 
incredible scene. We were 
surrounded by men, wom-
en and children, armed 
with bows and arrows, 
blowguns and poison darts, 
but also rifles, cartridges, 
watches, tablets, cell phones 
and a lot of clothes from the 
miners that they had killed 
18 days before us.”
Paul snapped a quick pho-
to with his digital camera,

but forgot to turn off the 
flash.
Interpreting the flash as 
a hostile sign, the crowd 
began walking towards 
the missionaries and lifted 
their weapons in a men-
acing fashion. “They took 
aim. I thought our time 
had come…” Paul recount-
ed.
Then a lone voice shout-
ed from the midst of the 
crowd. “Stop! Stop! Today 
is not a day of death.”
Another cried out, “Do 
not hurt them. These are 
the ones who say there is a 
True Creator.”
Out from the crowd 
stepped the five warriors 
that Paul baptized the pre-
vious year.
As quickly as the large 
crowd appeared, they dis-
appeared, leaving the same 
five warriors who now ap-
proached with smiles on 
their faces. “We saw in 
their eyes the joy with our 
arrival,” Paul recounted.
After the tension receded, 
Paul communicated via 
satellite to the believers 
along the Palimi-ú River 
and two more planeloads 
arrived, bearing 10 more 
Yanomami believers.
The five led the new arriv-

als along a path and after 
20 minutes they found 
a large structure with a 
crowd waiting for them.
On the afternoon of No-
vember 9, 2013, the 15 
took turns preaching, 
teaching, and telling Bible 
stories, and the people lis-
tened with rapt attention 
about the history of the 
Creator.
Paul delivered the mes-
sage that Jesus, the Son of 
God, was already among 
the Yanomamis. “Everyone 
was so stunned by what 
they heard that they began 
singing the message back 
and forth, their traditional 
way to spread news,” Beth-
any recalled.
“Night after night people 
were repenting, sometimes 
going until 5:00 in the 
morning. This went on day 
and night. I answered so 
many questions and at the 
end we held another bap-
tism. More than 400 Skull 
Splitters came to Christ!”
Paul and the other leaders 
went to a small river near-
by and baptized 162 new 
brothers, then ministered

communion, using “the 
Beijú of cassava and the 
juice of Açai.”
On November 12th, the 
team began discussing the 
idea of planting a church. 
They had many newly 
baptized converts, but 
few mature leaders to stay 
with them. “We needed to 
do something, so we choose 
the five that I had baptized 
in 2012 as their leaders in 
the faith,” Paul recounted.
In 2014 the team returned 
to the village, bringing 
solar audio bibles and 
a small solar projector 
with the JESUS Film in 
the Chamatari language. 
Eighteen villages within a 
10-day walk were invited 
to the screening.
Every night they projected 
the movie JESUS. At the 
end of the visit they do-
nated the solar projector 
and the five leaders said 
they would take the film 
and show it in “surround-
ing villages.” There was 
regular follow-up with 
the believers every year. 
Three years later, the film 
had reached 4,600 peo-

ple in 21 remote villages. 
“They report there are now 
believers in every region, in 
places where we are not al-
lowed to go,” Bethany not-
ed. “The warriors are do-
ing what we can’t. We are 
living a true revival in the 
heart of the jungle!”
The original missionary to 
the Yanomami in the Ha-
koma area, Bob, is amazed 
by what he sees. “I can’t 
believe what is happening 
now!” he exclaimed.
“When you see those kind 
of things you think, Lord, 
you are so gracious to let us 
be here and see these things 
happen,” says Larry Buck-
man, with Renew Out-
reach. “These old guys sac-
rificed everything and they 
deserved to see it in their 
lifetime. It is amazing to see 
how God has transformed 
that tribe and somehow is 
protecting those dear men 
that truck up and down to 
take the gospel to the next 
group of people.”
“There are 200 Yanomami 
villages that we know of. 
They plan to take the gospel 
to every one of those 200.”

Changing the Destiny for victims 
of Sex Trafficking


