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LOS ANGELES, Oct. 11, 
2018 /Christian Newswire/
-- Christian filmmak-
er Ray Comfort--whose 
award-winning movies 
have been seen by mil-
lions--decided not to re-
lease ten minutes of inter-
view footage after being 
threatened with a lawsuit 
by famous magician and 
atheist Penn Jillette.
The encounter, which took 
place on a public side-
walk in Washington, DC, 
in 2016, was filmed when 
Jillette approached Com-
fort and asked him about 
the existence of God. The 
filmmaker had just fin-
ished interviewing the 
well-known atheist and 
theoretical physicist Pro-
fessor Lawrence Krauss 
for his latest movie when 
he was approached by Jil-

lette.
Comfort said, “Penn asked 
me who made God and a 
stack of other questions. 
During that time I gave 
him irrefutable evidence for 
God’s existence, something 
he had stated on CNN that 
no one could have.”
Comfort had planned to 
include the clip in “The 
Fool: The True Banana 
Man Story,” his upcom-
ing movie. “Then came 
the threat of a lawsuit from 
Penn’s manager if we re-
leased the encounter.”
The film tells how the 
world’s most famous athe-
ist, Professor Richard 
Dawkins, made Comfort 
an instant “idiot-celebrity” 
among atheists worldwide

by christening him “Ba-
nana Man” and mocking 
him on international tele-
vision and in multiple uni-
versities.
Comfort’s lawyers en- 
couraged him to include 
the full clip in “The Fool,” 
because he has good le-
gal standing to do so, but 
Comfort decided not to 
use the footage and in-
stead honor Penn’s wishes.
“We are still telling the 
whole amazing story of 
how Penn unexpectedly 
showed up at my interview 
with Lawrence Krauss, and 
how he was almost killed 
moments after we spoke on 
the sidewalk.”
Comfort added that he 
thought it strange that Jil-

lette wants to prevent any-
one from seeing the clip of 
public personalities hav-
ing a public conversation. 
After a much-publicized 
incident years ago when 
New York artists put a cru-
cifix in a jar of urine, Jil-
lette defended their rights, 
saying, “I was a freedom of 
speech nut, and I thought 
that they absolutely should 
have the right to do what-
ever art they wanted.” And 
so he supported them by 
buying their art. [1]
Without getting a release 
from Comfort, Penn 
tweeted a photo of the two 
of them to his 2 million 
followers, and he freely 
spoke of their encoun-
ter on his radio program.

He mentioned it again 
in Smashing Interviews 
Magazine, saying, “I only 
hung out with Ray for 45 
minutes or an hour, and 
he was passionate, honest, 
straightforward and po- 
lite.”
In light of this, Comfort 
said he was surprised by 
the threatened lawsuit, 
and noted that other fa-
mous atheists are more 
than happy to be in the 
movie, which features 
Lawrence Krauss, an inter 
esting lunch with 40 athe-
ists, and Richard Dawkins. 
When high-profile atheist 
Jaclyn Glenn found she 
had made the cut, she said 
tongue-in-cheek, “You 
know that you’ve made it

when you’re in a Ray Com-
fort film.”
Comfort concluded, “I 
think Penn protesteth too 
much. The fact that the 
existence of God can be 
proven isn’t something that 
should be hidden or cen-
sored.” The new film does 
include the story of the vi-
ral video Penn made years 
ago about a businessman 
who gave him a Bible--as 
well as revealing for the 
first time who it was who 
gave him that Bible and 
the fascinating whole sto-
ry of what else happened.
The movie can be down-
loaded at 
BananaManStory.com
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Praise God for Pastor 
Brunson, But Don’t Forget 

the Persecuted Church
WASHINGTON, Oct. 12, 
2018 /Christian Newswire/ 
-- The Institute on Religion 
& Democracy (IRD) is 
celebrating the immediate 
release of Pastor Andrew 
Brunson after a Turkish 
court determined he has 
adequately served his sen-
tence for allegedly aiding 
terrorists in a failed coup 
against President Tayyip 
Erdogan.
Pastor Brunson was ar-
rested and jailed for the 
false allegations on Oc-
tober 7, 2016. The bogus 
charges sparked outrage 
among Christian clergy, 
lay leaders, and the Trump 
Administration. The U.S. 
Ambassador-at-Large for 
International Religious 
Freedom Samuel Brown-
back traveled to Turkey 
in April to support Brun-
son during one of his 
trial hearings A North 
Carolina native, Brunson 
lived and ministered for 
23 years in Izmir, locat-
ed along Turkey’s Aegean 
coast. He was the pastor 
of Resurrection Church in 
Izmir and is an ordained 
minister of the Evangeli-
cal Presbyterian Church.
IRD International Re-
ligious Liberty Di-
rector Faith J.H. Mc-
Donnell commented:
“We rejoice and are grate 
ful to God for this good

news of Pastor Brunson’s 
release. There has been a 
tremendous surge of advo-
cacy and intercession for 
Andrew Brunson as people 
became aware of his unjust 
imprisonment in Turkey, 
and an unprecedented in-
volvement from a President 
of the United States, in the 
ongoing concern of Presi-
dent Trump for Brunson’s 
fate. We are also so grateful 
for the work of Vice Pres-
ident Pence, Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo, Am-
bassador for International 
Religious Freedom Sam 
Brownback, and other US 
government officials on his 
behalf.” 
“Now we should pray for 
complete physical and emo-
tional wholeness for Brun-
son as he adjusts to life in 
freedom once again. And 
do not forget the Christian 
community in Turkey that 
stood with Brunson. They 
will be under more pres-
sure than ever, as will his 
courageous Muslim attor-
ney, Ismail Cem Halavurt. 
They need our prayers.”
“As we celebrate Pastor 

Brunson’s return to his 
family and his homeland, 
we must remain conscious 
of the many others who are 
imprisoned and whose lives 
are threatened because of 
their belief in the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Particularly, 
at this moment, the life of a 
courageous young Nigerian 
Christian girl, Leah Shari-
bu, and a Pakistani Chris-
tian mother, Asia Bibi, 
hang in the balance. The ji-
hadist group Boko Haram, 
that kidnapped fifteen-
year-old Sharibu in Febru-
ary, has declared that they 
will execute her next week. 
Christians should continue 
to encourage the U.S. gov-
ernment to put pressure 
on Nigeria President Bu-
hari to save the life of this 
young girl and all those 
that the terrorists have 
taken. And Bibi is now on 
a final appeal of a death 
sentence under Pakistan’s 
egregious blasphemy laws. 
She has been in prison for 
more than eight years. Let 
us not forget these sisters in 
Christ.”
www.TheIRD.org

WASHINGTON, Ind., Oct. 
16, 2018 /Christian News-
wire/ -- A new pro-life 
podcast dedicated to pro-
moting Christ-centered 
culture change is now 
available on Apple Pod-
casts. Hosted by author 
and speaker Mike Fich-
ter, the LoveX2 podcast 
is the official podcast of 
a new pro-life organiza-
tion called LoveX2 (pro-
nounced Love Times 
Two). 
“The LoveX2 podcast is all 
about the simple idea of 
making the world a better 
place for moms and babies. 
When you change the cul-
ture, the politics will follow,” 
says Fichter. “Our goal is to 
change hearts and minds 
by engaging the culture on 
meaningful, thought-pro-
voking topics, while steer-
ing away from the political 
rhetoric that turns off so 
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Unique Pro-life Podcast Now 
on Apple Podcasts

many people off.” 
The availability of the 
LoveX2 podcast on Apple 
Podcasts makes it simple 
for listeners to subscribe 
and never miss a single 
episode. 
Current episodes now 
available include discus-
sions on such topics as 
Down syndrome, scien-
tific breakthroughs in 
understanding fetal de-
velopment, prenatal ge-
netic screening, and com-
passionate alternatives 
to abortion. The LoveX2 
podcast is also unique 
through offerings such 
as its summer leadership 
series spanning multi-
ple topics to help pro-life 
leaders become more pro-
ductive.
Perhaps the most 
thought-provoking epi-
sode to date is “A Call for 
Civility” posted in Septem-

ber. The episode direct-
ly addresses the need for 
pro-life advocates to re-
ject abrasive tactics em-
ployed by diverse sections 
of the social spectrum to-
day. “Anger and incivility 
in public discourse is now 
rampant in our culture, 
and it’s not Christlike,” says 
Fichter. “It just felt neces-
sary to issue a public call 
for civility. We’ll never win 
hearts and minds by shout-
ing people down.”
Fichter, who has served in 
multiple pro-life leader-
ship roles and has authored 
three books, including Life 
Saving Leadership, helped 
found the national LoveX2 
organization in 2017 to fill 
a critical void in reaching 
American culture on the 
issue of abortion. “For too 
many people, especially 
millennials, the issue of ... 
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