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WASHINGTON, Oct. 31, 
2018 /Christian Newswire/ 
-- The Institute on Religion 
and Democracy is rejoic-
ing over news of Pakistan’s 
Supreme Court overturn-
ing the death penalty con-
viction of Aasiya Noreen, 
commonly known as Asia 
Bibi, a Christian Pakistani 
woman falsely accused of 
blasphemy against Islam.
Bibi has been imprisoned 
in a Pakistani jail since 
2010. She was arrested af-
ter her Muslim neighbors 
accused her of defiling a 
water bucket and insulting 
the prophet Muhammed 
during a dispute. Pakistan 
is notorious for its strict 
blasphemy laws used to 
ban any criticism of Islam 
and to infringe on the hu-
man rights of its religious 
minorities.
Violent protests and clash

es with police have bro-
ken out in response to the 
court’s ruling, according 
to BBC reports and multi- 
ple other news sources. A 
Christian friend of IRD in 
Pakistan reported many 
churches in his neighbor-
hood are being attacked, 
causing him to flee. He 
also reports widespread 
angry mobs.
IRD International Reli-
gious Liberty Director 
Faith J.H. McDonnell 
commented:
“We thank God for the just 
acquittal of this precious 
sister in the Lord. Please 
pray for her and her fam-
ily, and all of the Chris-
tians and other religious 
minorities in Pakistan, 
that they will be protected 
from the virulent backlash 
of the mobs who are al-
ready attacking their com

munities. We should also 
pray for the justices of the 
Supreme Court of Paki-
stan and Bibi’s attorney, 
Saiful Malook, all coura-
geous men who put truth 
and justice ahead of their 
own security.” Justice Asif 
Asif Saeed Khosa quoted 
Shakespeare’s King Lear 
to say that Bibi was ‘more 
sinned against than sin-
ning’ in this long ordeal.
“It is time for the govern-
ment of Pakistan to get rid 
of these egregious blasphe-
my laws. Whether used for 
actual cases of blasphe-
my or, as has been almost 
always the case, used for 
trumped-up charges to vic-
timize an individual, they 
are appalling violations of 
human rights. There has 
been ongoing deliberation 
over both U.S. House and 
Senate Resolutions decry

ing blasphemy laws global-
ly. We urge the U.S. Con-
gress to pass them. At the 
same time, the news that 
police and paramilitary 
groups are attempting to 
protect the Christians from 
mobs ginned up by such 
Islamic jihadists as Teh-
reek-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
is encouraging and shows 
that the government is not 
ignoring the threat that this
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acquittal poses to vulner-
able Christians. We urge 
them to continue to crack 
down on the violence.”
“Such terrible evil has re-
sulted from such a ridic-
ulous and false charge! 
Not only were Bibi and 
her family separated for 
so many years, but several 
good, courageous people 
were slain for speaking out

against the blasphemy law 
and speaking for Asia Bibi. 
Two examples include a 
Christian, Government 
Minister for Minority 
Rights, Shahbaz Bhatti, and 
a Muslim, Punjab Province 
Governor, Salman Taseer. 
They were both gunned 
down for defending those 
accused of blasphemy.”
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Abortion Activist Gabby Skwarko Charged With 
Assaulting Pro-Life Woman, 

Hitting Her With Metal Clamp
A Toronto abortion activist 
has been charged in the at-
tack of a pro-life woman at 
Ryerson University earlier 
this month.
Global News reports Ga-
briela Skwarko, 23, was 
charged with assault and 
assault with a weapon 
Friday for the attack on 
pro-life advocates Katie 
Somers and Blaise Alleyne 
with Toronto Against 
Abortion.
Police said Skwarko 
turned herself in Friday.
Skwarko is a member of 
the pro-abortion club Ry-
erson Reproductive Jus-
tice Collective, and be-
lieved to be both a student 
and employee of the uni-
versity. A spokesperson 
for the university would 
not tell Global News if she 
still is employed or if she is 
facing discipline from the 
university.
“This is now a Toronto Po-

lice Service matter; the uni-
versity is co-operating with 
the TPS,” the spokesperson 
said.
Police said Skwarko is 
prohibited from contact-
ing Alleyne and Somers or 
possessing any weapons. 
She is scheduled to appear 
in court Dec. 13.
“We hope these charges 
will send a message that 
violence against peaceful 
and civil discourse will not 
be tolerated,” Somers told 
LifeNews in an email.
The Oct. 1 incident, which 
was captured on video, 
shows a woman, allegedly 
Skwarko, shoving Somers 
and throwing a metal cart 
at her while the pro-life 
group was doing outreach 
at the university.
Alleyne said they were en 
gaged in civil discussion 
with several pro-abortion 
protesters when one of 
them, allegedly Skwarko,

became hostile.
The video shows the wom-
an knocking over one 
of their signs, pushing 
Somers repeatedly, grab-
bing something out of her 
backpack and then throw-
ing the item.
“She chased after me, 
grabbed my full, stain-
less steel water bottle and

smashed it on the ground, 
then grabbed my back-
pack, yanking me back 
and forth,” Somers said, 
recounting the attack. “I 
yelled, ‘Get away from me!’ 
And she came after me and 
shoved me. She then moved 
on to Blaise, bumping him 
in the chest with hers and 
saying, ‘Let’s go, are you

filming me? Let’s do this!’”
The College Fix reports 
Skwarko works for the Ry-
erson University Office of 
Social Innovation, though 
the university recently re-
moved her email address 
from its employee page.
Somers, whose wrist and 
leg were injured in the at-
tack, told Fox News that 
she decided to take time 
off work to heal. She said 
the assault also left her 
shaken emotionally.
This is not the first time 
pro-lifers with Toron-
to Against Abortion said 
they have faced hostility. 
Somers pointed LifeNews 
to another video showing 
even more harassment 
that they experienced, 
including stolen, dam-
aged and destroyed signs, 
threats and profanities 
yelled in their faces.
But Somers said she will 
not stop defending the

unborn. She said women 
who had abortions have 
thanked her for sharing 
the truth about abortion, 
and she has met children 
who are alive today be-
cause of their outreach.
“The minds and hearts 
that I see change every day 
keep me going,” she told 
LifeNews. “These are the 
reasons we will never give 
up, and the of course, the 
babies. Sometimes the ways 
we have changed people go 
far beyond what we could 
imagine.”
Pro-life advocates are 
facing growing hostili-
ty across the world. On 
Sept. 30, a pro-life advo-
cate with Campaign Life 
Coalition also reported 
being assaulted, allegedly 
by abortion activist Jordan 
Hunt, during a different 
pro-life rally in Toronto. 
Police said Hunt turned 
himself in after a video of 
the assault went viral. He 
also is facing charges.
Earlier this month, a pro-
life advocate in Naples, 
Florida was taken to the 
hospital after a man al-
legedly punched him in 
the face repeatedly outside 
a Planned Parenthood 
abortion facility.
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                   From The 
Heart of Missions

By Isa Bajalia, 
Missionary Evangelist

By God’s Grace we are to-
gether reaching out to the 
Nations with the message 
of Jesus. I am grateful to 
the Lord for you. 
Missions;
Yesterday afternoon God 
allowed us to prepare a 
home cooked meal for a 
friend who recently was 
given an unfortunate 
medical diagnosis.  After

they continue walking out 
their Faith in Jesus against

much apposition. 
Please pray, the jour-
ney is long, but I know 
that the reward is much 
greater.
Encouragement;
2 Corinthians 4; 9 NLT  
We are hunted down, 
but never abandoned by 
God.  We get knocked 
down, but we are not 
destroyed. 
What an encourage-
ment from God’s word.  
No matter what life may 
throw at us whether in 
America, or the Middle 
East, or anywhere    else, 

       God never leaves   us or
       

delivering, and sharing 
some wonderful food 
with my friend, he was 
encouraged with hope 
for the future.  Letting 
others know that we care 
about them is what God 
can work with in blessing 
those who otherwise may 
not have any one else to 
care.
The Mediterranean;

When you read this 
I will have traveled 
back to theMiddle 
East for some awe-
some opportunities 
with the National 
Pastors. These faith-
ful Believers have lost 
jobs, been marginal-
ized by friends and 
family, and had their 
lives threatened.  Still 

forsake us. 
Thank you for praying 
for me as I run my race in 
missions.  I still have my
my eyes on the prize!                
                                      
Your brother                                 
Isa...

For a tax-deductible re-
ceipt, make checks pay-
able to: Christ Fellowships 
1121 Elizabeth Avenue
Elizabeth, NJ 07201
Please write “For Isa” in 
the memo line.

Thank you & God bless!


