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The
Spirit
Of
Truth
Dear Reverend:
I live on a reservation with
my family. I’m a Native
American, and although
we are First Nations people, I feel very isolated.
Not many of us venture
into town because we
feel unwelcome. A reservation is just that: a
place reserved for those
people unwanted in society. Poverty, drugs, lack
of ambition and hopelessness have set in on
my people.
Missionaries come and
tell us that Creator’s
name is Jesus, and that
He alone can help us.
It’s easy for privileged
folks to come because
they feel a need for a
ministry. But…they take
a lot of photos and go
home to their comforts,
while we continue to
struggle. Yes, some of
us have casinos, so everyone thinks our money
is enough. But, if this is
true, why do we have so
many problems?
Government housing?
It’s just a place thrown up
so that the government
looks good.
We have rampant diabetes, abuses of all kinds,
and
hopelessness.
Many of our young adults
leave the reservation,
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and many of our young
women are murdered or
taken into the sex-slave
industry.
I pray a lot to Creator,
and the elders meet often in the sweat lodge.
We burn incense and are
in prayer. Yet, we are so
troubled.
What is your answer? I
bet that you are like all
the other people who
come for a season to
observe our misery and
then head home again.
It’s hard to trust a white
man because we have a
heritage of social trauma
that was caused by the
white man’s government.
Isolated.
--Dear Isolated:
Yes, my friend, I hear
your plea and I know
your trauma.
I did not grow up on a
reservation, but it was
probably
much
the
same. My Father, Joseph, felt uncomfortable
in some neighborhoods,
so we lived rather isolated. My Mom and Dad
were different from other
parents. My Dad’s nickname given to him by
others was “The Indian”
because he was a Native
American.
I was blessed to have a

Mother who joined the
Mennonite Church before I was born. So,
we went to church and
learned about Father
God and Jesus. Thankfully, it stuck with me.
My heart is for Native
Americans, and I understand how you feel
and why you wrote to
me. Yes, it is a shame
how some come to visit, bringing used and
useless articles. I am
ashamed of that, as I
have experienced firsthand what you refer to.
I know that you don’t
trust easily, but not all
missionaries misrepresent Jesus Christ. I hope
that you also see sincere
people like myself, who
genuinely feel your pain.
Here’s an answer: I,
too, love the traditional
things, but you cannot
mix tradition with the
things of God. The Holy
Spirit will show you what
is good, and what must
be left behind. Here is
an example. Playing the
drum and singing to Jesus is Wonderful! Leave
Mother Earth out of it.
God created the earth; it
belongs to Him.
Jesus is our Savior and
our Healer. No medicine
bag with fetishes will
cure you. Some things
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are considered to have
magical powers and are
inhabited by a spirit. That
spirit is not of God but is
inhabited by the devil. A
sweat lodge is good for a
steam bath, but only God
can purify and make a
person clean.
We are not to worship
the earth, but worship
God alone who created
all things; the earth and
the fulness thereof; the
world and they that dwell
therein. Psalm 24:1.
I know that there are
good churches on the
reservation, so please
attend one and open
your heart to the truth.
I have personally experienced
stubbornness
in the elderly and in the
young.
God can change everything concerning you,
and the lives of others
around you! Please consider going to a Bible
School and becoming a
Pastor to your people.
Meanwhile, I will be praying for you. Teach the
girls and boys early in life
and they will be protected by God, not becoming
prey for evil people.
Turn from idolatry and
worship God alone! Jesus, Jesus, Jesus – the
sweetest name I know!
God can break all those
chains!
This is God’s Truth!
The Spirit of Truth!
Rev. MMD
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How shall they hear
without a preacher...
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Restoration Fellowship
5614 Richardson Rd.
Sarasota, FL
Contact: Phyllis at 941-284-1255
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Griefshare is a special weekly
seminar and support group designed
to help you rebuild your life.

