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WHERE
AM I?

By Louise Alleva,
D.Min, LCPC, CTC
Email:
Louise.alleva@gmail.com
Do you ever have a sense
of being in a dry barren
emotional wilderness?
God seems to have
abandoned you. Your
prayers are not reaching
Him. Your ministry is out
of reach, etc.? One night
Nick and I were talking
about these seasons we
have been in when we
cried out to God “How
long, Lord? When will
we hear from you? When
will we be fulfilled in our
destinies after so many
years of preparation and
disappointments?” Later it dawned on us that
much of what we were
saying in our wildernesses is close to what
the Biblical King David
said as well. “How long,
O Lord?” “When will you
answer my cry?” “Why
must I wait so long for
your promise to be fulfilled?” We all have been
there more than once.
BUT there is good news!
Kind David made it to
the other side and so will
we! But during the dry,
dark times, God watches
over us with protection
and love. He has reasons to put us into these
seasons because every
wilderness exposes our
weaknesses, and we
need to find ourselves
in a place and season
where only Christ will be
our strength.
One example was when
we moved to Arkansas
to start a church. Before
that we spent several
years of preparing for
ministry through formal
education and working
as ministry staff for a
congregation in Georgia.
Nick felt called to begin
a pastoral ministry and
Arkansas presented the
opportunity. Previously I
earned a Christian counseling license and was
eager to minister to oth-

ers. We left the comfort
of a loving congregation, packed up a U-Haul
and headed West. After
nearly three years of trying, with no progress we
closed the church down.
But we felt we needed to
stay in Arkansas until we
heard from the Lord.
It was a dark time spiritually. The silence from
Heaven was deafening.
But in spite of it we found
part time jobs and the
Lord provided a home
for us on 20 acres and
a lifestyle with new experiences. We thrived
in His protective bubble.
One neighbor even prophetically said that he
saw angels covering our
house like a shield. Still
nothing about ministry.
We cried, prayed, looked
for a sign, and one day
Nick looked at me and
said, “Either we will get
closer to God or we will
walk away.” Over a period of two more years, we
got closer.
I did counsel a few
folks. One lady was severely depressed and
housebound. It took four
months of weekly visits
and as Facebook friends
today I see God doing
miracles in her life. Nick
believed that was one
reason we were called
were called there. I followed God’s plan. Nick
became a “Meals on
Wheels” driver and was
called the praying delivery man. He prayed for
several folks on his route
who needed healing,
and love. You see even
though we were in this
wilderness, our hearts do
not have to be a barren
wasteland. Our ministries flowed, His way.
The Lord wants all of us
to understand that we are
His beloved. He wants
us to trust him even in

the wildernesses that
we will all experience.
He wants us to realize
what is happening and
when Jesus shows up it
will become like springtime after a long winter.
Where are Nick and I
today? We felt released
to leave Arkansas and
are now living in Florida. Our weaknesses
were exposed. Nick
put his deep desire to
be a pastor at the foot
of the cross and God
started using Him. Two
examples: He taught
a 10-week class on an
overview of the Bible
for a ministry school
and now He is writing
a book! Both were beyond anything close to
pastoring, but the Lord
was able to use him
that he was created for.
Nick is content and at
peace.
I am still counseling
individuals and also
worked with the same
ministry school as a
counselor and liaison
and still writing the
Counselor’s Corner articles. Two far different
ministries than I would
have ever imagined.
We have experienced
other wilderness times,
but now we understand
more why we are there,
and are comforted with
knowing that Jesus is
there with us to lean on.
Instead of asking “why”,
we ask “show us.”
What about you? Allow
the Lord to comfort you,
lovingly minister to you,
and learn why you are
there. But most of all
understand that it will
end, and you will have
a deeper understanding
of the amazing God we
serve!
Blessings and Love
Louise Alleva, LCPC,
CTC, D.Min.
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